me DOMINION

A Diocesan Edition of Episcopal Life

NEWS OF THE

DIOCESE OF LONG

ISLAND

Covering Brooklyn, Queens, Nassau and Suffolk

Volume 18. No. 2

February 2007

A New Name and a New Logo:
Episcopal Community Services
of Long Island

Bishop Walker’s 16th Anniversary
Celebration Raises $150,000
For Episcopal Charities

At the Rainbow Room

Gala on January 16, honoring
Bishop Walker, several speak-

ers cited his achievements.
Clockwise from above : a

representative from Congress-
man Edolphus Townsi ofpce

presenting a proclamation;

Brooklyn Borough President

Marty Markowitz; Archdea-
con Emeritus John A. Greco

and Bishop Sergio Carranza,
Asst. Bishop of the Diocese of
Los Angeles. Story on Page B

Photos by Rudy Flores

By The Rev. Charles McCarron
Many of the delegates at this year’s

diocesan convention, could be seen wear-

ing a button with the new logo of ECS

Long Island. The agency, formerly known

as Family Consultation Service, will now

be doing business as Episcopal Commu-

nity Services. Why the name change, the

third in the agency’s 89 year history? It

is meant to signal an expanding mission

and its new identity as an ofpcial agency

of the Diocese of Long Island. It is part

of a movement ac-

rossthe Episcopal

Church to create a

recognizable

“brand name” for

diocesan social ser-

vice ministries,

similar to the brand

recognition given

to Catholic Chari-

ties. Therefore

you will pnd ECS

San Diego, ECS

Philadelphia,

ECS Kansas City,

etc., etc.

What about that new logo? It was de-
signed for us by Duncan Naylor and his
art team at Digital Printery.( www.digi-
talprintery.com) It is meant to operate
on several levels. The Episcopal Shield
clearly identipes us with our roots and
the long tradition of work for justice and
in behalf of the poor of our American
Anglican tradition. The expanding arms

of the cross from that shield, symbol the
reaching out in mission which is the voca-
tion of the church. The red cross and psh,
can be taken as a sign of Christ’s passion
and self emptying, which we are called
to mirror in our own living out of the
Gospel life in behalf of our brothers and
sisters. The waves of water and sheaf of
wheat call to mind our Baptism and the
Eucharist which support and nourish us as
individuals and congregations in mission.
On another level the red cross ad waves
can be found on the coat of arms of the

Diocese of Long

Island, and re-
mind us that this is
a ministry of and
for that commu-
nity of faith. The
psh and sheaf of
wheat, also call to
mind Matthew’s
telling of the loaves
and fishes, and
Jesus’ chal lenge
to service, “Give
them something
yourselves.” What

about the work and mission o f
the agency?

Let a few stories give you a sense of
our current work:

Maria has been battling cocaine addic-
tion for a long time. Sometimes she man-
ages to stay clean. But then something
happens and she just has to get high.

(Continued on Page F)
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The
Bishopis
Message

LENT 2007 IS UPON US

When | was much younger, | thought
that the older one gets, the more things
would slow down to a more leisurely
pace. However, now that | can get the
senior citizen discount, | pnd the opposite
is true.

As | looked at the new year’s calendar
and | recognized the deadline for articles
for this publication, | realized that Lent
would soon be here. Lent is a season
when the Church calls us to take a seri-
ous look at ourselves and our baptismal
ministry.

First, we are called look at ourselves and
to identify areas that need improvements.
This exercise often offers hope in God’s
desire and our quest that we grow into the
fullness of the stature of Christ.

On my personal journey | have been
blessed to have encountered many “giants
in the faith”-- those who saw the vision
of God and worked and lived into that
vision. What a privilege to remember
those champions of the faith. Even in
their deaths they still offer me inspiration.
My journey continues to be blessed and
enriched by those of you whom | have
had an opportunity to provide encourage-
ment and to receive the same in return.
Sharing this part of my spiritual life with
you has been sustaining. There are times

I strongly feel that we are not alone in
this struggle, for we are surrounded by a
wonderful fellowship of the living and the
dead that continue to pray for and with us
as we seek to fulpll Godds purposes.
While there are many spiritual dimen-
sions to the Lenten season, there is an-
other that we must seriously consider. In
Jesus, in the words of Eucharistic Prayer
B, God in Christ has “delivered us from
evil and made us worthy,” ... “brought
us out of error into truth, out of sin into
righteousness, out of death into life.”

In the sacramental action of baptism
we are given gifts so that we might be
able to do our part in the proclamation
and the living of the Gospel in our time.
The challenges of the present moment are
daunting: refugee crises; wars abroad;
civil unrest in many of our communities;
families in needAwith pnancial crisis,
healthcare concerns and educational
challenges; just to name a few. How will
we be agents of the good news of Jesus
in this present situation? With much
prayer, study and discernment we can get
a “handle” on our immediate situation.
That is: What do | need to give? What
do I need to share? How can God use me
for God’s purposes now? The answer to
these questions will surely enable us to
formulate the appropriate response.

Looking back over my life, I have seen
these concerns courageously addressed
by those with whom | was privileged
to serve. Just remembering them often
gives me hope and courage. My prayer
for us is that we will make Lent a most
productive time of spiritual growth and
development. Many of the Gospel read-
ings will be from St. Luke’s Gospel. This
Lenten Season I call upon all of you to
join me in the study of scripture and to
learn of Luke’s unique approach to the
Gospel message. And let me encourage
you yet again to follow the “Holy Habits”
adopted at the 138" Diocesan Convention.
Doing so will surely assist in achieving
the goals for which we all strive.

The solemn proclamation at the Ash
Wednesday liturgy should always dwell in
the back of our mind. “... remember that
you are dust and to dust you shall return.”
What we become and what we do in the
in-between time is the challenge of living
faithfully in this present age.

I wish you all a blessed Lent, and it is
my fervent prayer that we all will grow
into the fullness that God desires of each

AN L A O\
o\ Y

The Right Reverend Orris G. Walker, Jr.
Bishop of Long Island

Bishop Walker’s Sixteenth Anniversary
Celebration Raises $150,000
For Episcopal Charities

By Canon Diane M. Porter

After meeting and greeting new
and old friends, oohing and aahing at
the spectacular sights from the top of
30 Rockefeller Center in the “Mother
Diocese,” and listening to the smooth
jazz sounds, 180 guests made their way
to dinner honoring Bishop Walker’s 16"
Anniversary as Diocesan of Long Island
at the Rainbow Room. The glorious
setting added to the charm of the event
and heightened our anticipation of a
good time to come.

Honorary Chairpersons, David and
Joyce Dinkins, he being a former May-
or of New York City, greeted the as-
sembled during the opening reception,
and Congressman Edolphus Towns,
NY -10, received leave from Speaker
Nancy’s Pelosi’s 100-hour marathon to
enable him to travel from Washington
to attend the event.

Congressman Towns introduced the
ebullient President of the Borough of
Brooklyn, Marty Markowitz, who ven-
tured into unchartered territory across
the Brooklyn Bridge to present Bishop
Walker with a special citation for his
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leadership in healthcare and his work
on behalf of all Brooklynites.

(Entre nous...I"ve heard that Marty
hasn’t been in Manhattan since char-
ter revision eliminated the Board of
Estimate.)

As Mistress of Ceremonies, |
relayed greetings to Bishop Walker
from his Chief Consecrator, Edmond
Lee Browning, the XXIVth Presiding
Bishop, and Co-Consecrators Bishops
Witcher and Arthur Williams.

Long Island Suffragans, Bishops
Martin and Michel sent their greet-
ings. Seminary classmate and long time
friend, Mark Sisk sent his message of
greetings. Bishop Catherine Roskam
from the Diocese of New York served
as host bishop.

After dinner, the assembly was
treated to the silver tongued ramblings
of Archdeacon Emeritus John Greco,
reminding me yet again how difpcult it
is to pll his Ferragamos.

Another friend from seminary days,
Bishop Sergio Carranza, Assisting
Bishop in the Diocese of Los Angeles,
reyected on their many-year friendship
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and common ministry, among other
things.

Knowing better than getting into
that fray, | remained above it all and
didndt offer reyections on our twenty-
plus year friendship. | yielded my time
for a response and thank you to all by
Bishop Walker.

The meaningful accomplishment of
this event was the overwhelming sup-
port for Episcopal Charities of Long
Island.

As event organizer, | am most grate-
ful to all who supported the dinner and
not only made it possible to recognize
Bishop Walker’s work during the past
sixteen years but more importantly
to raise over $150,000 for Episcopal
Charities.

To all who came, took ads, sent mes-
sages of support and advertisements and
encouraged and needled me along the
way, thank you.

On behalf of the President, the Board
of Directors of Episcopal Charities of
Long Island and the program benepcia-
ries, thank you.
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