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2006  DIOCESAN 
CONVENTION 

SCHEDULE
      Friday, November 10, 2006

    8:15 am to 9:15 am  Registration 
         Coffee provided compliments of Episcopal Charities

    9:30 am     	Opening Prayer, Convention Convenes

    11:45 am   	Bishop Michel’s Address followed by Noonday    		
         Prayer

    12:30 pm to 1:30 pm       Lunch 
    1:45 pm     	Convention Reconvenes
         Report:  The Rev. Dr. James B. Lemler
         Director of Mission, Episcopal Church Center
      2:30 pm to 3:30 pm       Breakout Sessions
               (covering three topics below)
              B General Convention 2006
              B Investment Fund of the Diocese of Long Island
              B Wardens and Vestry  
    3:45 pm	    Convention Reconvenes				               	

    4:15 pm 	  Evening Prayer with Bishop Walker’s Homily
    5:00 pm	   Convention recesses until Saturday	
          Youth Ministry Film and Panel Discussion: HIV/AIDS

    6:30 pm 	  Reception (Cash Bar) and      
    7:30 pm to 10:30 pm  Banquet Dinner Honoring 
           Bishop and Mrs. Michel
           (pre-payment required)
    9:30 pm to 11:00 pm  Youth Ministry “Pool” Party

        Saturday, November 11, 2006
      
    7:45 am		 Breakfast
    8:45 am  	Convention Eucharist –
           The Rev. Stephen P. Bouman, Homilist
           Lutheran Bishop of the  Metropolitan New York Synod
        				             				  
    10:30 am (approx.)  Convention reconvenes		
    12:30 pm	  Convention Adjourns with Noonday Prayer

 

  

THREE BISHOPS: Sharing a moment at Bishop Michel’s Retirement Luncheon on 
September 25 are Bishop Walker, Bishop Martin and Bishop Michel. More photos 
from the day’s festivities on Page D.                                        (photo by Rudy Flores)

  Three Major Appointments
    In Diocesan Leadership
   Bishop Walker has announced the ap-
pointment of three major leaders in the 
Diocese of Long Island. They will assume 
their duties in the coming months.
     

The Rev. Mary A. Garde(above), Rector 
of Grace Church in Riverhead, has been 
named  Archdeacon of Suffolk, begin-
ning January 1, 2007. The appointment 
of Mother Garde is historic not only 
because she will be the þrst woman to be 
an  Archdeacon in the diocese, but also 

because she is one of a very few blind 
priests in the US.  She is looking forward 
to working with the clergy of Suffolk in 
this new role. “I think the archdeacon can 
make ministry ÿourish if  things are done 
in a collegial manner” she said, “and I 
hope to do that.”   
   The Rev. Canon Dr. Denis C. Brunelle 
has been appointed Director of the George 
Mercer, Jr. Memorial School of Theology, 
effective December 1, 2006. He will be 
developing a comprehensive educational 
program for all the diocese, including 
the restitution of training for priestly 
formation. He has resigned as Rector 
of St. Peter’s Church in Bay Shore. An 
extensive interview with Canon Brunelle  
about the revitalization of Mercer School 
will appear in the  December issue of The 
Dominion.
     Canon Howard K. Williams, Rec-
tor of St. Augustine’s Church, has been 
named Archdeacon of Brooklyn, effective 
November 1, 2006. He will continue as 
rector in addition to his new responsi-
bilities.  He succeeds the Ven. Canon 
Peter P.Q. Golden, who joins the ranks of 
Archdecani Emeriti in meeting regularly 
with  the bishop. 
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   I AM BECAUSE YOU ARE
By Canon Diane M. Porter
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   We are enclosing for the þrst time in 
this month’s issue of Dominion a dona-
tion envelope, and we are asking you to 
make a contribution to help support this 
important ministry of the Diocese of 
Long Island.  
   As a “printing partner” with  Episcopal 
Life, the diocese is able to send, at no 
cost, both Dominion and Episcopal Life, 
the ofþcial newspaper of the Episcopal 
Church, to all members of the diocese.  
Not only are printing, mailing and sub-
scription maintenance all managed by 
our “partners,” but the national staff also 
covers  national and international church 
news to keep you informed.
    Please be generous with your donation 
to support Dominion.  Help us to defray 
the rising costs of printing and mailing 
these important and informative news-
papers as part of our communications 
ministry.  Remember that you can access 
both current and prior issues of Dominion 
on line at www.dioceselongisland.org, 
where you can also access the up-to-date 
Diocesan Calendar.

Special Request

     A common theme from my early 
Sunday School lessons was “do unto 
others as you would have others do unto 
you.”  Having just returned from South 
Africa, a nation barely 10 years old in its 
current manifestation, I am just amazed 
at the speed with which church and state 
people are moving toward transforma-
tion and reconciliation and doing unto 
others in a positive spirit.  It’s the spirit 
and desire to be reconciled and the not 
being so quick to judge the other, when 
the other is different, that I found totally 
amazing.  Understanding and accepting 
this human perception  is so important to 
human interaction.   It is the essence of 
the spirit of ubuntu. 
      We have much to learn from the 
people of the Rainbow Country of God 
and that learning could start right here on 
our campus.  If you don’t know our Rudy, 
you may wish to jump to the bottom of 
this do unto others tale with a happy-ish 
ending or come back next month when 
the entire column will be the reproduc-
tion of the Bishop’s Address to the 140th 
Annual Convention of the Diocese of 
Long Island.
   Rudy Flores, our Jack of many trades 
who is learning to master at least two 
that I am aware of, started life on the 
Diocesan staff as a grounds keeper.  He 
now is responsible for early morning 
maintenance at the Mercer School, col-
lecting and distributing the incoming 
US mail and weighing and posting the 
outgoing US mail, helping with refresh-
ments for meetings at the Mercer School, 
driving the Bishop to his visitations and 
his guests and even me to the airport and 
elsewhere on various days, nights and 
week-ends, and other duties as I or the 
Bishop may have assigned.  That’s the 
many trades part.  The mastering part is 
his work in photography becoming the 
paparazzo for Diocesan events, as well 
as the photographer of record for clergy 
ID cards.  He has also been tasked with 
creative responsibilities including making 
videos, CD’s, DVD’s, and things that I 
don’t know about for sure.   To enable his 
photography, we were able to send him 
to Nikon® School, and for all the rest of 
the computer-related stuff, he is pretty 
much self taught.  In all fairness I must 
report that I was much more interested 
in the end product and not in how he got 
there – the don’t bother me with details 
of how this works and/or how it gets 
connected, the just do it syndrome was 
at play big time!  
   Laird Cummings is our contracted 
computer guru who epitomizes all our 
preconceptions about techies.  In the 
past, like the visit from Saint Nicholas, 
he spoke not a word and went straight to 
his work.  Every month or thereabouts, 
he comes and does something to my 
computer, whether I want it or not. 
     It is also part of his job to be concerned 
about how things are connected, but no 
one, especially me, had told him about the 
added responsibilities that we asked Rudy 

to assume.  On one of his visits, he found 
a mess of spaghetti wires under Rudy’s 
desk from all the peripherals that been 
connected, and now the story gets dicey.
   During Laird’s monthly service visits,  
he and Rudy talked past one another and 
based on that basic lack of communica-
tion, Rudy’s computer and one of the 
peripherals were reformatted by Laird, 
wiping out, erasing , sending to cyber-
heaven, three plus years of accumulated 
diocesan photographs.  It was your worst 
nightmare of a computer horror.  Laird 
was genuinely upset about the incident, 
and Rudy didn’t mind telling anyone who 
entered the building about being wronged.  
The tension was palpable and there was 
plenty of blame to go around!
    Needless to say, there was a great con-
ÿagration between the self-taught com-
puter guy and the computer guru.  I keep 
a testosterone meter in my ofþce for such 
days as the one that recently occurred 
when the guys go off the chart.  I can tell 
you between the Latin machismo and the 
techie know-it-all-ismo, the meter reading 
was among the highest ever recorded.  
   What was needed for our Alpha Males 
was a localized version of a Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission.  Develop-
ing a way for each to appreciate the 
other without recriminations was the 
only way out of this mess.  I could go 
on with the gory details like losing all 
of my most recent vacation pictures of 
the Norwegian fjords, but let me get to 
the meat of the story.  After a few emails 
and a non-confrontational face-to-face 
meeting, we were able to get the two to 
talk to one another rather than past one 
another and to have a sense of apprecia-
tion of each others skills and gifts.  It was 
a painful lesson and yes, there is a lesson 
to be learned for all of us –and that’s the 
do unto others part.
    We use perceptions to draw conclusions 
about other people and to determine how 
we will react to that person.  Perceptions 
provide a way to appreciate and under-
stand individuals and unchecked percep-
tions allow us to develop stereotypes 
about individuals or groups. We perceive 
through filters that have developed 
throughout our lives and they provide 
insight into the world and why we do the 
things that we do. We often adjust our 
perceptions to assure our survival in the 
world.  The perceptions at work here were 
incredible – status, class, education, race 
and inside and outside person were among 
the prejudging factors that each used to 
make a determination about the action of 
the other and I am really pleased to say 
we have moved past those lenses.  
     How many times do we use perceptions     
to pre-judge when someone new comes 
into the parish and heaven forbid, sits in 
the wrong pew?  How many times do we 
pre-judge when someone who appears 
different volunteers for the Altar Guild, 
a committee or seeks to run for the ves-
try?  How many times do we pre-judge a 
person’s intelligence when English is not 
their þrst language?  We all do it.  We do 

it all the time and we do it at our peril.  
We do it at the peril of our mission and 
ministry and the health of our church.
    This is where we can learn a thing 
or two from our sisters and brothers in 
Southern Africa and where we should 
adopt the nebulous concept of common 
humanity, oneness:  humanity, you and 
me or ubuntu.  Literally put, ubuntu 
means “I am, because you are.”  One of 
the main modern proponents of ubuntu is 
Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu.  In 
his book, No Future Without Forgiveness, 
he describes a person with ubuntu as “. . 
. open and available to others, afþrming 
of other . . . has a proper self assurance.”  
The ubuntu this person possesses comes 
from being part of a greater whole.  As 
we move forward as a Diocesan family, 
let us each remember, you and me,  that 
“I am, because you are.”
    NB:  I am pleased to draw your atten   
tion to the additional names on the staff 
roster for The Dominion.  Congratulations 
to Linda Malvin and Rudy Flores for their 
inclusion and recognition.

   The Episcopal Churchõs Ofþce of Com-
munication, in collaboration with the 
Washington National Cathedral, will we-
bcast the investiture service of Presiding 
Bishop Elect Katherine Jefferts Schori. 
The service, scheduled for November 4, 
2006, will be carried live beginning at 
11a.m. (Eastern Time) and continuing 
through the liturgy’s conclusion, expected 
around 1:15 p.m.
     The webcast will have a direct link on 
the Episcopal Church homepage,http://
www.episcopalchurch.org, that will go 
live shortly before the service begins.

The 2006 Annual Clergy Spouse/Partner 
Brunch will honor Mrs. Marie L. Michel 
on Saturday, November 11, 2006 at 
10:30 a.m. at the Diocesan Convention 
at the Hyatt Regency WindWatch Hotel 
in Hauppauge.
 For additional Information, contact Ruth 
Nedelka at 631-473-8967.

   Webcast of Investiture

           REMINDER




