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    The Diocese of Long Island has  an-
nounced the publication of On the Wings 
of Morning:  Two Islands, One Church, 
a chronicle of the life and work of one of 
its outstanding leaders.
     The memoir helps to set down the 
memories of  The Rt. Rev. Richard B. 
Martin,who was very much in the midst 
of a crucial period of the Episcopal 
Church, especially in dealing with its 
black people.
     The book follows Richard Beamon 
Martin  from Pawley Island to Long 
Island and  his journey in ministry span-
ning more than six decades, nearly four 
of them as a bishop.  Bishop Martin’s life 
shows how steadfast faith can bring one 
through challenges and losses.  
    The book is a glimpse of the author’s 
vast reservoir of information and experi-
ence about ministry and mission, God, 
faith the Episcopal Church, the priest-
hood, life and discrimination. 
    He shares recollections, meditations, 
stories, poems, sermons, theological mus-
ings and photographs.
   Part social history, part autobiography, 
part memoir, the book will interest clergy 
and laity alike, regardless of denomina-
tion.  It will also interest the general 
reader.  On the Wings of Morning:  Two 
Islands, One Church inspires.  It educates.  
It provokes.  It instructs.
      And perhaps above all, it equips us 
for the journey.  Working directly with 
Bishop Martin, Irene Jackson Brown, 
PhD directed the project as its editor. 

   

On the Wings of Morning:  
Two Islands, One Church

A Memoir by Bishop Martin  

       The election of The Rt. Rev. 
Katharine Jefferts Schori to be the 
first female Presiding Bishop of the 
Episcopal Church in the USA made 
headlines throughout the Anglican Com-
munion.  It surprised almost every one; 
delighted some; disappointed others.                               
Bishop Walker expressed his reaction 
to the news: “I never thought it would 
happen, but it did.  Katharine Jefferts 
Schori was elected the 26th Presiding 
Bishop by a legislative body controlled 
by a vast majority of male members.
It was a glorious experience.  It was a 
Godly and prayerful experience.  We said 
prayers, sang, listened to meditations by 
our chaplains, sang some more, prayed 
some more and sang a whole lot more 
during the course of the election.I felt 
centered, grounded and fully engaged 
in Godly conversations guided by the 
Holy Spirit.” He feels optimistic about 
her tenure. “ She is a thoughtful, caring 
and most competent individual”, he said. 
“Truly, she is a gift to our Church at this 
time in history and I look forward to 
working with her.”

  Episcopal News Service described the 
scene in Columbus, Ohio just after the 
historic event took place.

Bishop Michel To Retire
In March, 2007 

             Presiding Bishop-elect 
           Katherine Jefferts Schori

      The  House of Bishops meeting at the   
75th General Convention approved the 
request of the Rt. Rev. Rodney R. Michel, 
Bishop Suffragan, to resign  (retire)  ef-
fective March 31, 2007. The Michels will 
be relocating to Pennsylvania this fall. 
This November’s Diocesan Convention 
will honor the mission and ministry of 
Bishop Michel. 
      He has been the acting Archdeacon of 
Suffolk in addition to his duties as Suffra-
gan. From  July 1, 2004 until November 1,  
2005 he was the Provost of the Cathedral 
of the Incarnation until the appointment 
of Archdeacon Bean .
   Bishop Michel  was elected Suffragan 
Bishop in 1997. At that time he was serv-
ing as Rector of St. Peter’s, Bay Shore. He 
was Canon Pastor of the cathedral from 
1987 to 1991.

New Presiding Bishop Makes History

    At 3:01 p.m. on June 18, the Very Rev. 
George L.W. Werner, president of the 
House of Deputies, announced that there 
had been an election. People crowded 
into the gallery of the house

(Continued on Page B)

• The 2006 Diocesan Convention will be held on 
November 10-11, 2006 at the Hyatt Regency Wind 
Watch in Hauppauge, conveniently located off 
Exit 57 of the LIE with complimentary shuttle ser-
vice from the Ronkonkama LIRR station.  Room 
Rate:  $120 per night.  

• Our guest preacher will be the Rev. Dr. Stephen 
P. Bowman, Lutheran Bishop of the Metropolitan 
New York Synod.

Å Delegate Certiýcates were due March 13, 2006; 55 
churches have still not ýled a certiýcate. 

      Please check the Diocesan Convention page of 
the website to ensure that your congregation’s 
certiýcate is ýled and your delegates receive all 
convention material, which will be sent out on or 
about September 10, 2006. 

      Convention mailings are sent electronically to all 
delegates with email addresses on ýle.  

• Reporting requirements: Parochial and Audit Re-
ports must be received before Convention.  Check 
the website to ensure that your congregation is 
current with its reporting.

• Please visit the diocesan website (www.dioces-
longisland.org) regularly for current informa-
tion.  

CONVENTION CORNER

The Rt. Rev. Richard B. 
Martin

    Financial support for the project was 
provided by Episcopal Charities of Long 
Island.  
   The Rt. Rev. Orris G. Walker, Jr. recog-
nized the signiþcance of Bishop Martinõs 
manuscript and asked Canon Diane M. 
Porter to facilitate its development. 
   At ninety-three, Bishop Martin contin-
ues to assist at the Church of St. Mark in 
Brooklyn as Bishop-in Residence. 
     The cost of the book is $19.95 plus 
shipping and handling.   To reserve a copy, 
call  516 248-4800 ext 34.

The Rt. Rev. Rodney R. Michel
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A TALE OF TWO FRIENDS
By Canon Diane M. Porter
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When I think of an endurance 
event, Lance Armstrong cycling through 
the French countryside or the mushers on 
the Iditarod come þrst to mind, but now I 
can report that the 75th General Conven-
tion of the Episcopal Church will top the 
list forever in my mind or at least until the 
76th Convention.

Neva Rae Fox, the Director of 
the News Room, was wearing a pedometer 
on the þrst day that had registered over 
eight miles at about two in the afternoon 
on that day alone.  Walk, walk and walk 
we did between the hotel, hearing rooms, 
House of Deputies, House of Bishops, 
the worship space, exhibit hall, the press 
room, the North Market and all the points 
in between.

  I reckon that the joint miles of 
the Long Island deputation; Triennial dep-
utation; Altar Guild representatives; Olivia 
Trott, our youth representative; Bishop 
Walker, Bishop Michel, Louise Baietto 
and yours truly plus the assorted Long 
Island camp followers amounted to well 
over 1400 miles on the conservative side.  
This was my seventh General Convention 
and I certainly don’t remember distance 
being such a factor (maybe because I was 
never this old before), but that is not how 
I’ll remember this convention. 

 I will remember this General 
Convention as the one where I attempted 
to practice and model more respectful 
listening and less triumphalism.  I will re-
member this Convention as the one where 
all had to give for the sake of the Anglican 
Communion and the one where winning 
was as painful as losing. 

 A tale of two friends…
It may surprise some to know 

that I count the Reverend Canon Paul 
Lambert, Canon to the Ordinary of the 
Diocese of Dallas, as a friend.  Coming 
from two opposite ends of the political 
extreme as we do, we have managed to 
þnd a middle ground around which we can 
talk and share.  We are the odd couple of 
deployment ministry and Fresh Start.  The 
Bishop of Dallas even found a reason to 
have a conversation with Bishop Walker 
around this amazing friendship.  Canon 
Lambert and I share a love for the Epis-
copal Church and agreeing to agree on 
that, we leave the expressions of that love 
to others to debate.  As luck would have 
it, our deputations were both in the same 
hotel so we had many opportunities for 
conversation, “fellowship,” and we even 
shared a libation or two.

When the result of the election of 
Bishop Jefferts Schori as the 26th Presid-
ing Bishop was announced, I was sitting 
in the press section and I looked immedi-
ately over to the Diocese of Dallas’ table 
to watch the reaction.  I teared up with 
both tears of joy for the coming of age of 
women in the Episcopal Church and in 
recognition of the pain that I saw on my 
friend’s face.  I was surprised at my own 
reaction and surprised that I could care so 
deeply for the feelings of those for whom 
I knew that this was the coup de grace.  At 
that moment, I sensed that I had developed 
a new level of pastoral sensitivity for 

which I could only give thanks to God.
When I worked at the Church 

Center, I developed a deep and abiding 
friendship with the Secretary of Province 
1, Canon Gene Robinson.  One year Patti 
Browning and I led a team of provincial 
representatives through Palestine and 
Gene was a part of that trip. There is 
nothing like travel through a dangerous 
part of the world to form a cohesive group 
that remains friends forever and ever.  
Subsequent to that trip, Canon Gene and I 
worked on a curriculum for young people 
called Ministry in the Age of AIDS, an anti-
racism curriculum and through our work 
together, he became another friend who 
helped me to be more accepting of all and 
to see the face of Christ in all no matter 
their label or their cause or place on the 
political spectrum.

I was in the press section in the 
House of Bishops, when the Bishops dis-
cussed the overwhelming defeat of Resolu-
tion A161, a complex and carefully drafted 
response to the Windsor Report, that made 
no one happy in the House of Deputies.  I 
was there to hear my friend the Bishop of 
New Hampshire address the House.  He 
spoke passionately and eloquently of be-
ing a “team player,” his faithfulness to the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, his willingness to 
accede to the requests of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, of respecting the dignity 
of every human being and the pain and all 
that he has had to endure during the past 
three years. 

 I teared up again as I experienced 
the pain of another friend of many years 
when he said that he felt that he was being 
asked to save the Communion at the ex-
pense of his own integrity.   My heart and 
my entire being ached for him and all that 
he has undergone because he has taught 
me much about God’s unfailing love for 
all of God’s children.  Even after a freshly 
crafted Resolution B-033 was rammed 
through both Houses, he was able to put a 
positive spin on the result indicating “This 
is not what we hoped for, but it’s what we 
have, so I’m much more interested in talk-
ing about tomorrow than I am about today 
or yesterday.”  He is still teaching me for 
which I give thanks to God.

So yes, the 75th General Con-
vention of The Episcopal Church will 
be remembered as the one where almost 
everyone had to accept disappointment, 
resignation and compromise.  One deputy 
from Long Island indicated that he had 
given when asked to do so and he could 
only hope that all would respond in kind. 

 Just before the closing gavel 
struck, the Network led by Bishop Duncan 
called a press conference.  The descent 
to the waiting cameras and press corps 
by the Network Bishops and their media 
flacks caused me to question whether 
the sacriþces and shared pain of my two 
friends will really matter in the end.  “The 
sincerity that is required by the Windsor 
Report” was questioned as if Windsor 
had assumed the authority of The Book 
of Common Prayer.  No giving here and 
thanks be to God, I didn’t tear up for that 
media circus.  

So now we move on.  If the 
Convention was about listening, being on 
a journey together, establishing levels of 
trust and keeping the doors open,  then let 
us move on together understanding that 
within God’s loving embrace, there is 
plenty good room for both of my friends.
NB:  I must admit that I did display one   
bit of triumphalism …wearing the very 
hard to come by collector’s item pink but-
ton “It’s a Girl!”

of Texas and chaplain of the House of 
Deputies, then offered prayers.Matthew K. 
Chew, the Deputy chair of the committee, 
rose to announce that Bishop Katharine 
Jefferts Schori of Nevada was elected on 
the þfth ballot with 95 votes. Despite the 
instructions for silence, many in the House 
and gallery broke into cheers and applause, 
but composed themselves at a reminder 
from Werner. Minutes after hearing the full 
voting results of the ballots, the corridor 
outside the House of Deputies was a noisy 
contrast to the business continuing in the 
house. People talked, celebrated and made 
call after call on their cell phones, spread-
ing the word that the Episcopal Church had 
elected its þrst woman presiding bishop. 
People hugged each other, crying and 
laughing at the same time
   Just before 5 p.m., current Presiding 
Bishop Frank Griswold and others brought 
Jefferts Schori to the House of Deptu-
ies; the Nevada deputation accompanied 
them to the dais. The house galleries were 
packed with standing room only. Applause 
and loud cheers echoed through the hall 
as she made her way to the front. Jefferts 
Schori addressed the house with brief re-
marks in both English and Spanish.  
    The evening of June 18 was the night 
designated on the Convention’s schedule 
for seminary gatherings and about 6:50 
p.m. Jefferts Schori came to the Church 
Divinity of School of the Paciþc reception 
at the Crowne Plaza hotel. As she rounded 
the corner into the reception, the gathering 
erupted in cheers and in an impromptu 
rendition of “Praise God from whom all 
blessings ÿow.ó
    Her term ofþcially begins November 1; 
she will be invested and seated during a 
liturgy at Washington National Cathedral 
on November 4.

 
as word spread through the Convention 
Center that the 26th presiding bishop had 
been selected. Deputies, media and visitors 
waited restively after the Consecration of 
Bishops Committee þled back into the 
House of Deputies. A motion to suspend 
debate on the resolution being discussed 
was enthusiastically seconded and moved.
Werner asked that all present refrain 
from applause or celebration when the 
announcement was made. The Ven. Dena 
Harrison, bishop-suffragan-elect

Presiding Bishop
(Continued from page A)

  
SAVE THE DATE!

NOVEMBER 10
 AT CONVENTION

BANQUET HONORING
 BISHOP & MRS. MICHEL

MORE INFORMATION 
TO FOLLOW
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    I visited the Gulf Coast in April, and 
like many others was unprepared for what 
I witnessed – the toll on the landscape and 
the people.  Almost a year after Katrina 
and the other devastating storms, many 
Gulf area communities look as though 
the storm passed through just last week.  
Much of the Gulfport area is stilled þlled 
with debris: a tall K-Mart sign stands 
above a rubbish-þlled lot.  Trees, plants 
and shrubs are dead or injured from salt 
water, but the greatest toll is that of human 
suffering and trauma.  
   Everywhere I visited, area residents still 
need to tell their stories.  Two store clerks 
in Mississippi describe their inability to 
recognize their own neighborhoods.  A 
woman who lived in Gulfport her whole 
life, didn’t know whether to turn left or 
right to þnd her home because there were 
no longer any landmarks.  She stood at the 
corner and wept.
   I visited the sites of two Episcopal 
Churches:  one sustained major structural 
damage, (shown in photo below) while 
all that is left of the other are two toilet 
bowls that were bolted to the ground.  At 
an Episcopal church in Lakeview, New 
Orleans, the interior of the church and 
school must be completely rebuilt.  A 
major problem is removing mold and 

Reÿections from the Gulf Coast
By Deacon Margaret Blackett as told to Monica Larsen

mildew which continues to grow even af-
ter the structures are power washed.  The 
buildings can not pass an environmental 
inspection while there is mold present.
   When I left New Orleans, I promised an-
other “Margaret” at St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church that I would tell their story to the 
community of faith here in the Diocese 
of Long Island.  I promised a woman at 
the Presbyterian Church in Gulfport that 
I would tell the story of over 2,561,906 
volunteer hours donated since August, 
2005.  Volunteers from all over America 
worked on over 14,000 projects.  Many 
including myself could be taught to 
wield a hammer, but the many projects 
were better served by skilled carpenters, 
electricians, plumbers and other profes-
sionals.  Many American vacations have 
been spent volunteering in the Gulf region 
to assist in the rebuilding effort.  
   While we prepare for the arrival of the 
Summer Fun 2006 participants to have a 
respite from these devastated areas (see 
article on page D), our prayer is that 
there will be no need for a Summer Fun 
2007.  Our hope is that those many who 
need assistance will continue to receive 
it to rebuild their lives.  And I say to 
Margaret in New Orleans that she should 
not despair, we will not forget her and 
the children.

Transþguration Parish Day School in Freeport 
Program for students Nursery through Grade 6. 

Rigorous Academic Program
Full Day Nursery ð Kindergarten

Small Class Size
Every Child a Reader

Excellent Language Art Program
Spanish taught from Nursery- 6

Strong Mathematical background
 Comprehensive Science & Computers

Drama & Music
State SATӚs Taken Yearly from K-6

Strong Morals & Values
RESERVE A SPACE

Register NOW For September , 2006
73 So. Long Beach Ave.

Freeport, NY 11520
516-379-6226

www.transþgurationparishdayschool.org

REMINDER!

RESOLUTION #7 REPORTS DUE IN BISHOP’S OFFICE BY OCTOBER 15, 
2006

The resolution calls upon all congregations and agencies of the Dio-
cese of Long Island to recommit themselves to the vision of the role 
of children in the church, to prepare written guidelines and policies 
for the protection of children and youth from abuse, and to report 

to the Ofþce of the Bishop prior to the 140th Convention with a copy 
of its adopted and implemented policies regarding the protection of 

children and youth from abuse.
 Your report is due in the Ofþce of the Bishop by October 15, 2006.

A church damaged by the hurricane awaits repair.

Camp DeWolfe Summer Schedule
“Journeys of Faith”

Session One: July 9 - 14
Session Two: July 16 - 28

Session Three: July 30 - Auguust 11
Session Four: August 13 - 18

Please call the camp at 631-929-4325 for further 
details about the events above or

visit the website: wwwcampdewolfe.org




